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OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH HARPENDEN  

DEVELOPING WORLD GROUP 
PROJECT REPORT FOR 2024 

How YOU are helping in Uganda, Kenya and Zambia. 
Thank you for your continued support of the Developing World Group (DWG), Harpenden, through 
your generous donations and by attending our social events.  This has enabled us to continue to 
support many small-scale projects in the poorest areas in the world to help build their communities 
own pathway out of poverty by nurturing enterprise and developing self-sufficiency. 

Here is feedback on the projects that you have made possible: 

1 KYANGALA TRUST, EAST KENYA CONSTRUCTION OF A BOREHOLE DONATED £6,000 

As a result of more frequent droughts in eastern Kenya, farm animals have starved to death, pastures 
withered and wells have dried up threatening the lives of the families living in the area. 

Funds from the Kyangala Trust and Developing World Group have 
enabled the construction of a borehole, 120 metres deep, and 
water storage, in the grounds of the Girls School in Kyangala.   

John Harrison, from the Kyangala Trust, (shown on the left with 
local residents) reported:  ‘The borehole has been a huge success. 
It provides plentiful clean water in an accessible location making a 

huge difference to the lives of many families in the local area.   
They are so happy and grateful to 
the Developing World Group’. 

 

2 ZAMBIA, AFRICA DEVELOPMENT OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
& CONSTRUCTION OF A WORKSHOP 

DONATED £1,500 

This donation supported Workaid’s BBC Radio 4 appeal.  
The funds have been used to help build a vocational 
training workshop at Kabwanga Secondary School, 
Mumbwa District, Zambia. It will be equipped with 
machinery and tools to help train students in tailoring & 
design, carpentry, metal fabrication & welding and 
construction.  

Adrian Hatch from Workaid is very grateful for our donation and said: “Workaid works with young people 
to help them gain vocational skills that they can use to change their lives and create bright futures. More 
and more though, we are focusing this support in helping marginalised young women, empowering them 
to build sustainable livelihoods”. 
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3 KISOJO PARISH, UGANDA SUPPORTING FAMILIES AFFECTED BY 
DISABILITY THROUGH SMALL ENTERPRISE 
SCHEME TRAINING & LOANS 

DONATED £5,900  

In partnership with the Single Parents Association of Uganda (SPAU), 
Advantage Africa is using our donation to help an additional 60 vulnerable 
families affected by Epilepsy and Cerebral Palsy in the Kisojo Parish who are 
in desperate need of support. 

Community leader Cissy with her son Vincent (shown on the left) shared her 
family’s experiences and helped to develop the project. 

Sarah and Juliet of SPAU, have begun forming 4 groups from villages across 
the Parish to commence giving each group Small Enterprise training.  This will 
include: how to manage their small loan, monthly repayment schedules, the 

importance of record keeping and how to save and budget wisely.  Each family will be allocated a loan 
when they understand the project and consider a suitable enterprise to fit their personal circumstances.  
This is a wide geographical area so it will take a while to complete the training and distribution of loans.  
Sarah and Juliet will then be undertaking multiple follow-up visits to each group to provide further 
advice, encouragement and monitor progress. 

Jane Betts from Advantage Africa (shown on the left) said: 
‘These families affected by Epilepsy are hugely encouraged and 
excited about coming together for the imminent training and 
having the opportunity to earn a sustainable income to meet 
their basic needs.  They are so grateful that the Developing 
World Group is making this possible.’  More feedback will be 
provided in the 2025 Project Report. 
 
 

 
 
 

4 KAMPALA, UGANDA  
 

SUPPORT BUILDING AN OPERATING 
THEATRE 

DONATED £2,513  
in 2023 

We are delighted to hear that the Operating Theatre at the 
newly named ‘Mother of Mercy Hospital Kyengera’ run by the 
Bannabikira Sisters (a Catholic Religious Order in Kampala) is 
now fully equipped and operational. 

Our contribution and patience have been gratefully appreciated.  
Here is a picture of the first baby delivered by Caesarean section. 

The hospital serves a population of 304,000 and has been in 
great need of this Operating Theatre.  Our donated funds 
enabled Harpenden Rotary to meet their target for the grant 
application.  With the help of Reading Rotary and Rotary 
International a 7.8 multiple was applied to our donation.  

 



3 

5 IROVO, SHINYALA, KENYA INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT 
EDUCATION 

DONATED £5,131 

Strive for Excellence (Irovo) is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).  Its purpose is to support 
education in Irovo, Kenya.  A recent health inspection at Shalom Academy requested additional work be 
carried out to support the education of the students.  

Alan Whelan, lead trustee, oversees the work to ensure prudent use of our funds.  He says ‘Thanks for 
the terrific donation from the Developing World Group.  Infrastructure work has begun in earnest at 
Shalom Academy.  Kenya Power have erected the utility poles down Education Way to the school, the 
electrician has fitted the light fittings and power sockets, and electricity has now been commissioned.  
This work was mapped out on my last visit and everything has gone to plan. 

Also, the new long drop latrines have been dug – three for boys and three for girls.  All went smoothly 
and they are now in use.  And the playground shelter has been extended to protect the children from 
the hot sun.’  Our donation will also help to complete the roadway in 2025.   

 
 
 

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR TREMENDOUS SUPPORT IN 2024 
WITH OUR FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

The ongoing generosity of our parishioners, and the wider community of Harpenden, enabled us to raise 
£15,311.71 through the following: 

 MONTHLY AND ONE-OFF DONATIONS*  £6,876.62 

 HMRC GIFT AID REBATE £3,837.25 

 TEA IN THE GARDEN  £1,060.00 

 BANISH THE BLUES SUPPER DONATION** £1,000.00 

 QUIZ NIGHT – led by Andrew Belderbos £1,517.84 

 CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING £1,020.00 

 TOTAL £15,311.71 

*Should you wish to donate on a one-off basis or by regular standing order and/or register for Gift Aid 
please see the DWG Finance page on the Parish website or contact Noel Whittle, our treasurer, at 
noel.whittle@btinternet.com 
 
** A special thanks must be given to the ‘Ladies Group’ for donating the funds raised from the ‘Banish 
the Blues Supper Night’ to the DWG.  And thank YOU for supporting the evening. 

Finally, we want to thank Melanie in the Parish Office and our Parish Communication Team for helping 
us promote our fundraising events. 
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DWG ‘SOCIAL EVENTS’ YOU SUPPORTED IN 2024: 
*CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING * TEA IN THE GARDEN * QUIZ NIGHT  

* DWG FEEDBACK EVENING 

• ‘Christmas Wreath Making’ was a new, exciting venture for us.  We ran 3 full sessions and our 
parishioners were delighted with their wreaths and enjoyed the social gathering. 

 

 It was quite a  
 family affair!  

 

 
 

• We also held another lovely ‘Tea in the Garden’ event at Julia and Nigel Roche’s home.  Our team 
served tea and coffee with cakes donated by the Parish.  We were blessed with lovely weather and 
the afternoon gave us a chance to socialise with members of the Parish. 

• And thank you to those who attended our special ‘DWG feedback’ evening.  Peter and Jane 
Donahue from ‘Just Small Change’ provided first-hand feedback on the ‘Goat Livelihood’ and 
‘Savings & Loan’ Schemes in the Budaka District, Uganda.  It was wonderful to hear how our 
contribution is making a really positive difference to the lives of the villagers. 

• Finally our Quiz night was a sell out and great fun - thanks to Quiz Master Andrew Belderbos! 

 
 

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events in 2025.  

Keep a look out in the Parish Newsletter. 

And if you are interested in finding out more about the Group’s objectives, projects and helping us in any 
way, please contact our chair, Betty Hines elizabeth.hines@gmail.com or view the Parish website.  
 

https://www.catholicchurchharpenden.org.uk/category/community/dwg/ 
Registered Charity Number: 233699   

mailto:elizabeth.hines@gmail.com
http://www./

