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Parish Priest Canon Anthony Dwyer 
Presbytery: 1, Kirkwick Avenue, Harpenden AL5 2QH Tel:  01582 712245 

Email: anthonydwyer@rcdow.org.uk 
 

 
 

 
Contactless 

Giving 
 

Office Administrator & Bookkeeper Mrs Melanie Armitage 
The Parish Office is open Monday to Thursday 9.30am to 12.30pm.  

Telephone: 01582 712245 or email: harpenden@rcdow.org.uk  
Website: www.catholicchurchharpenden.org.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OLoLHarpenden 
 

Parish Safeguarding Representative Mrs Brigid Brennan 
Email: harpendensg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk    Tel: 07881 785 299 

Parish Pastoral Council ppc@catholicchurchharpenden.org.uk 
Communications Team: comms@catholicchurchharpenden.org.uk 

 

 

 
 
 

 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES HARPENDEN 

In the Gospel today, we hear Jesus offering one of the most comforting invitations in all of 
Scripture: "Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest." 
These words speak directly to hearts that are tired, anxious or weighed down by life's many 
demands. 
 

Jesus begins by thanking the Father because the mysteries of God's Kingdom are revealed not 
to those who rely on their own wisdom or importance, but to those with the openness and 
trust of little children. Faith is not about knowing all the answers; it is about allowing ourselves 
to be loved, guided and taught by God with humble hearts. 
 

The burden Jesus speaks of is not simply hard work or daily responsibilities. It includes the 
weight of worry, disappointment, guilt and the pressures we can place upon ourselves. Jesus 
does not promise a life free from difficulties, but he does promise that we do not have to carry 
them alone. He walks beside us, sharing our burdens and giving us strength. 
 

His yoke is easy and his burden light because it is carried in love. When we follow Christ, we 
discover that his commandments are not restrictive but life-giving. They lead us to freedom, 
peace and joy. Burdens are inevitable, but those words of Jesus remind us that we are not 
alone. Whatever we have to carry, Jesus shares our burdens with us. And more than that, Jesus’ 
words show that he is not unaware, he understands that we can be ‘overburdened’. 
As we continue our journey of faith, may we accept Christ's gentle invitation. Let us place our 
trust in him each day, learning from his gentleness and humility of heart. In him we will always 
find the rest and peace for which every human heart longs. 
 

5TH JULY 2026 
14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A)  

  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:anthonydwyer@rcdow.org.uk
https://www.catholicchurchharpenden.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/OLoLHarpenden
mailto:harpendensg@safeguardingrcdow.org.uk
mailto:ppc@catholicchurchharpenden.org.uk
mailto:comms@catholicchurchharpenden.org.uk


2 

 

CONFIRMATION  
This weekend is a special 
time for our Parish, as 36 of 
our young people, together 
with one from Redbourn 
Parish, are confirmed. We welcome 
Bishop Paul McAleenan as he comes to 
Confirm the candidates. Let us pray for 
those being Confirmed, that they will be 
open to God’s Holy Spirit, and continue to 
grow in living, and loving, our faith.  
Next Saturday evening there will be the 
Confirmation Thanksgiving Mass at 
6.00pm followed by a Celebration in the 
Undercroft for the Candidates. 
 
FIRST COMMUNION 2027 
Now that this year’s First Communion 
preparation has concluded, so we begin 
planning for next year. Registration forms 
for children in year 3 and above, from 
September, can be collected after Mass 
today. It is expected that those applying 
are from practicing Catholic families, i.e. 
attending Mass every Sunday. 
 
CONFIRMATION 2027 
Confirmation preparation will also be 
commencing in the Autumn. Young people 
in Year 9 and above, who wish to be 
Confirmed, and who attend Mass 
regularly, ie every Sunday, at Our Lady of 
Lourdes can apply to be Confirmed. Young 
people can collect a registration form, in 
person, after Mass today.  
 
FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION 
FORMS , When complete, these should be 
returned to the Parish Office with a 
Baptismal Certificate, unless Baptised at 
Our Lady of Lourdes. All forms to be 
returned by 25th July. 
 
 
 

CAFOD-DEC  
VENEZUELA EARTHQUAKE APPEAL  
Following the devastating earthquakes 
that struck Venezuela on 24 June, many 
families have been left without homes or 
access to basic necessities. This weekend, 
there will be a second collection after all 
Masses to support those affected through 
CAFOD's emergency appeal. Gift Aid 
envelopes will be available for anyone 
who is able to Gift Aid their donation, 
helping your contribution go even further 
at no extra cost to you. 
 

You can help our neighbours affected by 
the 24 June earthquakes in Venezuela 
with emergency shelter, water and food. 
CAFOD is already working with local 
Church partners to support people who 
have lost their homes, but we need your 
support to help more survivors. Your 
donation will provide essential supplies 
and help families rebuild their lives. 
 
SOCIALISING TOGETHER 
Parish life has been quite sociable of late! 
Two weeks ago, we had the pleasure of 
listening to our talented Choristers and 
Choir singing one of Mozart’s Masses. Last 
Sunday the Parish Picnic took place in 
Rothamsted Park. A new event for the 
parish, which is maybe why it was a 
smallish, and ‘select’, group that gathered! 
Nonetheless, those who came together 
enjoyed the experience, and were, no 
doubt, relieved that we were spared the 
intense heat of the previous days. 
This afternoon, the ‘Strawberry Social’ 
takes place in the presbytery 
garden, at 3pm, if you would 
like to come and don’t have a 
ticket you can turn up and pay 
at the Presbytery Garden gate 
Tickets cost £10 Proceeds will go to the 
Harpenden Child Contact Centre which 
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provides safe spaces where children can 
meet the parents they don’t live with. It’s 
good when we can relax together, and 
enjoy the different activities that take 
place, through our talented parishioners. 
 
ALTAR LINENS 
The regular parishioner who launders the 
small linens, that we use each week at 
Mass, is away for a little while, so we are 
in need of someone to assist with this 
task, for just a little while. It’s not an 
onerous job, if you could assist, please let 
Canon Dwyer know. 
 
A DEVELOPING WORLD GROUP APPEAL  
The Developing World 
group want to thank 
everyone for their great 
generosity in supporting 
our appeal last weekend. 
We raised in excess of 
£1,000. Any envelopes 
taken away can be handed 
either to The Welcomers in church or to 
the Parish office. Should anyone wish to 
make a one-off or regular payment via 
standing order to the DWG; 
A/C Name: WRCDT Harpenden   
Sort Code:    40 05 20   
A/C Number:  71098969 
Reference:       Donor's Name 
It would be helpful   if any new donor 
would contact the treasurer 
at  nfj.whittle@gmail.com  so that he can 
make a note on the records and if 
required forward a gift aid form for 
completion. 
Again thank you all. Your generosity is 
much appreciated. 
 

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 
Any notices for the 
Newsletter please email the 
Parish office by lunchtime on 
Wednesday Thank You. 
 
PATRICIA KELLY RIP 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Patricia Kelly who died recently. Patricia’s 
Requiem Mass will take place this 
Thursday 9th July at 11.00am. We 
remember her family in our prayers at this 
time. 
 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 12TH JULY 
The Music and Children's Liturgy Groups 
are hosting an end of term party for the 
children who come to the 9:45am Mass. 
Please join us in the Presbytery Garden 
(weather permitting) after Mass next 
Sunday 12th July for drinks and party 
food. All children and their families are 
welcome. 
 
FROM THE CATENIAN’S. 
Come, take a look. Harpenden Catenians 
will be holding their monthly men’s 
meeting on 8th July at Harpenden Golf 
Club. There is short meeting starting at 
7pm followed by a convivial dinner and 
Catholic men of the parish are very 
welcome to join us. There are no 
conditions as it really is a just a come and 
take a look, invitation. It’s important that 
Catholic men and through them their 
families take time out to mix socially, feel 
able to chat freely and listen to likeminded 
people. Just let Dennis Cooper at 
dennis@denniscooper.uk before this 
Sunday please, so he can book you in. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nfj.whittle@gmail.com
mailto:dennis@denniscooper.uk
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ST DOMINIC PTA SUMMER SOCIAL 
Please come along after school on Friday 
10th July 3.30pm – 6.00pm, for the 
Summer Social there will be music, Fire 
Engine, Bottle Tombola, Bar, BBQ, Games 
Cakes and lots of fun for all the family. 
Entry is Free we look forward to seeing 
you there. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please let the Parish Office know if you 
have moved/changed any of your contact 
details so we can keep our records as up 
to date as possible.  
 
NEW PARISHIONERS  
If you are new to the Parish You Are Very 
WELCOME. If you would like to register 
with us please click on the link and 
complete the registration form 
https://www.catholicchurchharpenden.or
g.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/Parishioners-
Registration-Form-2025.pdf 
Completed forms can be emailed or 
posted into the Parish Office. 
harpenden@rcdow.org.uk 
 
PILGRIMAGE OF REPARATION & PRAYER 
FOR THE SANCTITY OF LIFE 
Celebrant: Rt Rev Peter Collins, Bishop of  
East Anglia, 
When: 1st August 2026 
Where: Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 
Time: 12:00 to 17:00, beginning with the 
Pilgrim Mass at noon. 
Coach from Harpenden: Chef Peking at 
7.30am Price: £30 Adults & £12 Children 

Further information about the pilgrimage, 
livestreaming and coach meeting points 
can be found on the website 
https://prolifepilgrimage.org/ 
To book contact Geraldine 07971028415 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday 4th July 
12.00 Noon  

 
 
  

  Vigil Mass 6.00pm 
 

Sunday 5th July  
8.30am    
9.45am  

11.30am 
 
 

 

Feria 
Confirmation Mass  
   
14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) 
 
Brian Armitage RIP (Anniversary) 
 
 
Phil Fitzgerald RIP (Recently Deceased) 
People of the Parish 
Thanksgiving mass People of the Parish 
(Hammond Family) 
Zoom Code 883 7014 5568 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 
Newly Confirmed 
Heavenly Father, 
We thank You for the young 
people of our parish who 
have received the Sacrament 
of Confirmation today. 
Fill them always with the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
strengthen them in faith, 
hope and love, 
and guide them to be joyful 
witnesses of Christ in their 
homes, schools and 
communities. 
May Our Lady pray for them, 
and may they always walk in 
Your peace. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Anniversaries  
Brian Armitage RIP 
Ray Shufflebotham RIP 
 
Recently Deceased 
Phil Fitzgerald RIP   
 
Prayer for the Faithful 
Departed 

Loving Father, 
welcome those who have 
gone before us into Your 
peace. 
Comfort all who mourn, 
and keep us united in faith 
and hope 
until we meet again in Your 
heavenly kingdom. Amen. 

Monday 6th July 
9.15am     

Feria 
Serge Budowski RIP  
 

Tuesday 7th July  
9.15am 

Feria 
Ray Shufflebotham RIP (Anniversary)  
 

Wednesday 8th July  
9.15am   

    

Feria 
 

Thursday 9th July 
11.00am 

    

Feria 

Requiem Mass Patricia Kelly 
  

 Friday 10th July Feria 

Saturday 11th July 
1.00pm  

 
 
  

  Vigil Mass 6.00pm 
 

Sunday 12th July  
8.30am    
9.45am  

11.30am 
 
 
 

St Benedict, Abbot, Patron of Europe 
Wedding Hannah Corbett & Jack Konda  
   
15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) 
 
Confirmation Thanksgiving Mass 
 
 
Teresa Doran (Special Intentions) 
People of the Parish 
Mary Hammond RIP 
Zoom Code 883 7014 5568 
 

 


